Local environmentalist:
Going green starts in your backyard

Vic Cook tests

the sound
system in his
music studio in
the Glant.
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ic Cook hasn’t received a utility bill
in years and attributes that relief to

being grid-free.

ply in America and although
Cook said it’s been a decent
source of electricity, it's time
for citizens to break away
from corporate dependence
and make their own power
from natural resources.

“I also encourage people
to understand that it’s time
for the lawns to be left alone
and let them grow natu-
rally,” Cook said. “Take
that money you would
have spent on a riding lawn
mower and buy a solar elec-
tric system. Then, you can
unplug from the grid.”

It took Pendleton resi-
dent Cook the equivalent
of eight years of sweat and
tears to build the perfect
21st century eco-friendly
home, dubbed “The Giant.”

News articles compare
the Giant’s outer appear-
ance to that of an upside-
down wooden arc. Its
contents include a music
and recording studio, an
insulated refrigerator made
from a hollowed tree and
a separate freezer cooled
by a microchip. Its superb
insulation requires only a

few kerosene heaters for
warmth in the winter and
air conditioning is provid-
ed by underground sources.
The home - surrounded

by 90 acres of woods - is
powered by six storage bat-
teries that are charged by
solar panels with a gaso-
line-powered generator for
back up on cloudy days.

Cook calls his invention
“a statement.”

“I wanted to use stuff in the
forest to build a museum,
kind of a tribute to nature
that also serves as a place
for me to live,” he said. “I've
never paid a utility bill; all of
my energy comes from the
sun and I catch and purify

Monies saved from utility
costs fund Cook’s creative
endeavors. A feature film
on the Giant is even in
the works, produced and
directed by Cook in his sun-
powered production studio.

“The movie is a romantic
look at the nature around
me here; kind of a love
story about nature,” Cook
said. “It’s a slow motion
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look at my surround-
ings accompanied by
full orchestra score and
acoustic guitar music.”
Cook’s love of nature was
inherited from his dad.
“My dad would take me
out in the woods and at the
lakes to fish and if the fish
weren't biting, he'd paint
pictures of the scenery.
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